LOCAL GOVERNMENT.                         319

posed exclusively of professional officials appointed by
the King, and having at its head a Regierungsprcisi-
dent, who has a very considerable power of overriding
its decisions. It has charge of questions relating to
state taxes, churches, schools, and the public domain;
in other words, all matters that are administered
directly by the officials of the district, except the
police. This, together with the control of subordinate
authorities, is confided to the Bezirksaus-
schuss, or district committee. The object
of the arrangement was to keep state taxes and the
other matters already enumerated exclusively in the
hands of professional officials, but to place the police
and the supervision of local bodies under control of
laymen. In the Bezirksausschuss, therefore, the popu-
lar or lay element predominates, for of the seven
members four are non-professional men elected by the
Provinzialausschuss for six years, one half being
chosen every three years. Of the three remaining mem-
bers, one is the Regierungsprasident; another must be
qualified for the judicial, and the third for the higher
administrative service, both of the last being appointed
by the King for life. The functions of the committee
are threefold: first, its consent is required for police
ordinances made by the Regierungsprasident; second,
with that officer as its chairman, it supervises the in-
ferior local authorities, and hears appeals from their
decisions in matters of official discretion; lastly, it acts
as an administrative court, and in that case the Re-
gierungsprasident does not sit, but the judicial mem-
ber presides, and all the members enjoy the immunity
of judges.